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6X1 Bairview Avenue, 
Brooklyn, New York, 
Pebruary 28, 1919. 


My dear Mr, Harris* 

'& submit herewith my manuscript, "Something 
® 3 ’•"* consideration of Association Press. I 

shall be pleased to hear from you at your convenience. 
Very sincerely yours, 


Mr. Prederlo Harris, 

Association Press, 

347 1,'adison Avenue, 
New York City, 










611 fairview Avenue, 


Brooklyn, Maroh 3, 1919. 


Dear friendsI 

The purpose of this letter is to call the attention 
of the members and friends of the Church to the important 
meetin/to be held at the Church on WraOHUff gening, 

»j v ft this meeting two rmestions of great significance w " 
di.ou««d - (1) She fowl* lilts 0 1 securing e MW church 
building, (2) The special Easter Services. 

SSSS/Brv^ 

SHSSBSwB •& jjsjaaaw 

in Sunday afternoon, and certain *mbc resented 

Church were made. These recommendations will he 

at the meeting on Wednesday evening. 

Some time ago the Official Board voted f" ° f 

^rSt^? eria ?r?U^: ill 

be presented at the meeting on Wednesday evening. 

member oi the Church be present on that occas on. 

in addition to planning to bo pre.cnt. »? u “ #t 

p,,y earnestly that we may ho given guidance in oil that we 

do at this meeting? 


Yours in Boyal Service, 
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611 FflSrview Ave., Brooklyn, NY., 
March 10, 1919. 
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ori oa bloov; vox dadi noiniqo srfj i 0 ms 1 

*"° dtzvr isrifia .rfoBoaq of ooclq s aniiuooe ni ■r9vslp.rfw 

rt ^ opf r (XT AA.A tk mr rt. a - _ 
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J7* i;z! ^You^iet^b^fi&fefe !ftta c &6r^«ng'TandcfwaBrbigb2ry'i:aBpr^9ia- 
t ed. I bei keenly interssti&3ifl°Mato£oui r B£y about, your future. 

Ae to the relhJiWffieHWof Chic&g& G 4ndi*fcfeucdlumhia-Unio®j hv 
odfrol nation,. I.‘ have reached' the personal %hnc3.u£ibn ^haAiihftiu 
advani age s oT the.' lat t teJr combi hat ion ' oMM i git the. fo rme n If 

Dr. Henderson were alive, 1 fehould think they would-be .more 
nearly equal. ' :j$ ; own'' opinibh i% that- the : r-idd.inge^neTine-V.'ferd 
combination is superior to anything Ohicagfe offers in sociology. 
g "Union are such'men ae'. Xboi'ff ert*, Fo edle^^W'hcfc.iritCcrf'fln,«' .fin e. 

.••j ^tUnk tjde're is no doubt r,t'all ^nbt'Union has the’beat teaching 
‘ staff -of .any seinimirY in the country. Their library,, is n wonder. 
W * A «“ m -w^ ®“ tfJ -foto-iq uo\ ,ooaatBlb aldp.noasoi a 

I have certain very clear convictioBrfiwgferdfefite 'iiwi 

value of duet .living in Hew YPt* for a time. It opene up a 
triev: world to you. " Just to be^^irf¥¥ at thfifi heartucdff things for 
a, while is an experience will ‘'WP valuable :3B&ti at&Kbiatsfeji^ 

T^Haur lives. You have had a taste ^ Chicago qasid^yf own eflpi<ftion 

' j “ , i ti 1 wl' j # v*H , C'ihiic aw yMmofi 0 ^ t 

TO 

_ m 

„, , r ...-. -— ~v - — a Shield 

"be taken into c&riiidOTatfofl.* 11 VHe Church-of Christ is exceedingly 
weak in the East, as you know. While I am faitofrdmob^&jMLEfco 
rrank 0 denQminationalist h I do believe that we have a contribution 
to m lg« 5 q f2i n r|iir ious life Of the |V Bastttrn-iState*. At present 

our’contribution 1 !b aimdst neglit.ible. Relatively: few people 
here know anything about the Church of Christ at 8%IlIicf2*aiKfW 
~Xork h Clty, we b@ye only 5 churches and 3 missions. Our largest 
cbuxcfc here is brother Idleman’e, Vi/iH 4SO membdril The other 
t chu.fjch e s - hat e mfern bet ship s o f 0 3 7%° r 240 ,n«0a x , vh^mi M io »» 

have 100, 80, 70". : Thecc ■ figures »il 1 emphasdae whati j : a m . 

trying to say. The American Christian VissAoharynSociety ie 
he,, inning . t.p . real ize':' ihe' situat ion :; here ■ arid* th ieoyear isbgoing 
to pub' three'" or four t/imb e ‘ Ws' mUch 1 'mbhey- here us evear: beforeb 
.WiriTiViJ tiL sono COW 90S Pl.UOO 3 W 91 srtw 1 B 3 H JLtOy 

a ’Ahqn. L came her* I was told that you had to do thing* 
differently than in the' Jest7 that you could r*4i^fcpect to build 
up a church as fast he'Ve. 'Jffeve found -hb* 

somewhat different, but my owri Jc fekpwl , i-'ence c< l^i^ pbovedt^^ajf nrfetithat 
the people are eagrer to respond to a real meseage here ae anywhe® 
else. 1 preached fot 1- the Ridgewood Heights Church of Christ 
mission here during the first four months of 1917 (when 1 was 
with Mr. Eddy in New York). Ydien I began there were 7 members 
of the church. In four months we raised it to 80. Then 
Sansbury came and laid splendid foundations for nine months. 

I returned on July 1st, 1918, and since that time we have 
increased the membership from 59 to 100, notwithstanding the 
fact that I was unable to preach for three full months of that 
time. We now expect to begin the erection of a new church 
building within the very near future, and I am confident that 
we shall see a steady growth. I am absolutely certain in my 
own mind that this program could be repeated all over Greater 
Hew York if the right men could be secured ae pastors. A littls 
Western blood will do the churches good, in my opinion. 
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I am of the opinion that you would have no tjpuWe 

:.;s sr;s.s:S“.£.-”2 

univcrsitj^ A4 I, Bond#sA?’^® ^ ^ 4 -Vion in th.p ofort of 

higher; in Iffew York, near the^umversi ?*.. .■ .. e sre -oayin'g 

Brooklyn where we e-re MgM,rHH f $M%U uhfS'ntlSd" 6 
$X»- « month lor an apartment .of ii^e large ?i« fth Jkiv ?-,46 for 
Fmirnished , roome near Columbia *re very Ll ^ ‘^ A h ‘ ittnkea 
two. furniehed room*- end a Wtohenette, pe,r monte, 
me: about « hour to reach the PI>J«relty .^n.ilp^ia^ 
to nearby. places excel icna.. 1 v . -j. , re live 

a reasonable distance, you might prefeir to do he v,« ao. uve 

rte'alr thfibicj^ii?r.ch3.;5clJoJfcvnoo is 'Xo ^1®T niniiso evari I 

standard is Mcher tfStfhary. 

ow^TOrcbly impressed vxth the spiritual fervor 

}--y obs (Nation is that Studentp, come. ° u ib^% Ap re out too 

7r warmth. If you understand,.,teat fc J, *?*«.-. tM f$$ Wt need 
academic and cold blooded, in man/ ^ d no t. sufficiently 

Itb be so , but’ my. imp^eion is tJmt u ?! jT&i This i& 

developthe personal ,-religic*« 1*181*# 

ohlyf^y 0 opinions! nto I eliiiW .wonit jjoy on »#*«£ erfi rti sinew 

an«e* uaderitand that Tu»j*J 3 tS a ^e9 a Ba?l a B! J 8o55l!S!?SSoo f! Tio 

i&tirtO lo rfoTuxlO &di $sjqqr gniffj^ia woni sistf 

*! 3 X*wS° SSlfl^a-i® 

to ksve my opinion,. 1 e^all bo pi. need ^0 -■■;! ; ^ ^ u ; J 

You will ; f or ive the eomev-hal boastful tone I _ , . 

^confident that you could render s real . wnttittttibn tooths 

■Kingdom of, cod- g' ;ll E uch ^pleasure for ue toteave 

decide to corce* ■ It vouXa ; ; P-t such & P vi-n'k'- ■. j:. 

you near where we could Bee you onoe in a W. 

■■ f<L£$n t a 

all well: and are greatly enjoying our life nnd work- here. ■ 

., tilth best viehes for .all; pi you., ,, , . . , ,., . 

W 5«i*iSo Iq 9 ?- Affectionately' yourB,. ^ - I q ^ 9al9 
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RIDGEWOOD HEIGHTS CHURCH 09 CHRIST 
For eat AVe . ft Linden St. 


dll Pairview Awe.. Brooklyn, March 11, 1919, 


Dear Hr. filler: t 

This letter 1 b toeing written toecause of a rumor 
which haB reached my ears, I am Informed that in open king 
publicly from your pulpit you said that I (as pastor of the 
Ridgewood Heights Church of Christ) had made a public attack 
upon you and your Church. I sincerely hope that my inform¬ 
ation is Inoorreet. I want to assure you that neither in 
putollo nor in private have I said one word against you or 
your Church. X have alweye heard you spoken of in the 
highest terms, and X am informed that the work you are doing 
in oonneotlon with your Churoh is unusually successful. It 
is my untoroken rule never to attack or criticise other ehurehee 
from my pulpit or in private oonveraatlon. X have an unusually 
keen interest in the union of God^ people, and rejeloe whenever 
I see suoeeee crowning the efforts of; a Christian minister* 

X would not willingly say er do anything that would in the 
least way refleot upon another churoh. 

Vy elnoere hope is that the aotivlties of your Churoh 
may toe abundantly toleaeed toy the Holy Spirit. 

With sincere good wishes, 

Cordially yours. 


Rev. B. E. Hiller, 

1831 Gates Ave., 
Ridgewood. 
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March 14,1919. 


Mr. Kirby Page, 
611 Fairview Av., 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Dear Brother Page: 

I am exceedingly sorry that I was not ab}.e 
to come to New York and carry out our plans for the confer¬ 
ence together. I have been very anxious to talk over the 
missionary situation with you bufore your plans were fully 
worked out for your graduate training. 


Brother A. E. Cory is to be in New York before 
many days and I am asking him to get in touch with you and 
plan for a conference. He is in such close touch with the 
mission fields that £e could help you a great deal. He 
served as a missionary for ten years in China himself. I 
know how appealing the work here in America is but the calls 
from our foreign fields are bringing the very greatest burden 
upon us at this time. You know the situation in China where 
you made quite a study of conditions. Other fields are not 
one whit behind that field in their possibilities and obliga¬ 
tions just now. We must greatly strengthen our missionary 
force if we meet the opportunities following the war at all. 
When we find one who is interested in the mission field and 
who has had some touch with it we are always exceptionally 
anxious that they should go. I think the opportunities are 
broad enough so that you and Mrs. Page could find some work 
into which you could very happily fit in most of the lands. 


We have a situation in China, at Luchowfu, 
where we need a man of your type very much, indeed* One 
could have charge of the Boys’ School there and at the same 
time be in evangelistic service. The school would be a sort 
of center and spiritual workshop for the whole district. I am 
sending you a statement which President Paul of the College of 
Missions has just written concerning that work. Mr. Abram 
Cory is not in his office today but immediately on his return 
I will take the matter up with him and plan for him to see you 
in New York. I fear now that I will not be able to be in the 
city before May or June. South America is offering wonderful 
opportunities and our people must advance rapidly in their plans 

6 

Hoping you may decide for the mission field and 
that your plans will work out satisfactorily all around, I am 


Cordially yours 


•y-G 

fsL-z- jl_ ollu, - 


( a ) \SU* I 








SJC/ LS 









SECRETARIES 
P. M RA1N9 
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March 15,1919 


Mr. Kirby Page 


611 Fairview Ay. , 


Brooklyn, N.Y 


Dear Brother Page 


I find that our Secretary, Mr. Bert 


Wilson, Is to go on to Washington today and will he In 
Hew York Monday and possibly Tuesday. I would like very 
much if you oou^d have a conference with him concerning the 
. mission field. You could call him up on Monday at the 
Foreign Missions Headquarters, 19th Floor, 25 Madison Av. 

I am sure he would he able to arrange a conference with 
you for the evening if it is convenient to you. Possibly 
some time might be open on Tuesday in case you eould not 
meet him on Monday night. Mr. A. E. Cory is also to be 
in the city about the same time. He has spent ten years 
in China. I am hoping that he may see you also. 


With kindest regards 


Cordially yours 



SJC/LS 
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ill iairview Avenue, Brooklyn, V» ¥ 
X?aroh 21, 1919, 


Vy dear Infra. Atwater: 

This letter is bein& written at the suggest ion 
of Mr. ouy Inman. 

Lor some tine 1 have Been corresponding with 
|fr. c. J. Corey, of the foreign Society, vith regard to the 
possibility of engaging in their work in China or elsewhere. 
On Tuesday 1 had a conference in this connection wi th J2r. 

Bert vilson, During the conversation 1 mentioned to him 
that rsy wife and 1 have recently become very much attracted 
toward the work in Latin inferica. At the conclusion of our 
conversation, »© had s. joint conference with J'r. ina&n, as 
one who is thoroughly fnrrilirr with the situation in 1st in 
America. Later I had a conference with Stfe. Inman end Lx. 
Browning vith regard to the proposed faculty of Theology 
and ot?iul Science at Montevideo. 1 was informed that they 
have no one in sight as the first Professor of foctal Science 
In this institution. I write, as an ordainod mlnlrter of 
the Pisciples of Buriat, to offer myself for this work. 

1 full well that at present I do not 

possess the necessary qualifications for this porition. ly 
hope is that by devoting the next three jftt&Ps to intensive 
study along thi* line, pud if po eoible securing tho Kh.'jJ. 
degree, I may poaelbly fit iiyoclf, in some way at least, 
for this great task. 1 am informed by )r. drowning end 

Mr. Inman that t'tis professor of ■"’octal f aience will not be 
greatly needed for at least two years. 

You way care to have a word concerning my past 
experience and training* Leginning in J/arch 1916, i 
served as private secretary to 3'i . bsorgo Thervoob day, 
for s oeriod of rare than two years, travelling with him on 
two long tours in France and th« British lolos, -and one 
long tour through China, Korea and Japan. Vy work with 

Dr. dt'ly v/as of a varied nature, being partially secre¬ 
tarial , -o&rtielly executive, partially literary, partially 
evangelistic. Burls the summer of 1918, 1 had the 
privilege of serving as private secretary to Dr. John R. 

Lott. 7f or o period of three and a half ydfcra* from 1908 

to 1911, 1 served ce Assistant secretary and Ij.oys* . ork 
Secretary of the Young Don’s Christian Association at 
Houston, Texas. 1 cached for the Church of Chrit-t at 
Lionteith, Iowa, for throe years during my stay in Dee 
Rolnes, and for the Morgan Perk dhureh during the six months 
1 was in Chicago. 1 have preached for the ridgewood 
Heights Church of Christ in Brooklyn lor r total of nine 
months, during which time about 8C members have boon re» 
ceivcd into the church. This is n mission church of the 
American Christian Liseionary Society. 









mQm 

i r 


1 received the degree of bachelor of Arts from 
Drake fnlvereity in 1915, ae well as Certificates from 
the College of the Bible and the Department of Religious 
'ducation. I spent six months in the Divinity fohool 
of the University of Chicago* leaving hurriedly in order to 
accept the position with Ur. eddy. My reoord in scholar* 
ship was only average, due in part to my unusually, hssvy 
participation in college activities. 1 *ae president of 
the college Y.SM’.A. for three years, a member of the 
varsity basket ball team for three years, intercollegiate 
tennis champion of Iowa in singles ana doubles for two 
years, editor-in*chief of the '4uax, the colie. e annual, 
president of the iit udent Volunteer land, in addition to 
.preaching each Sunday. 

I am twenty-eijght ycurs of ag,e; iu*rried, with 
two children. ffy wife, who was Alma Tf'olee, has had one 
year in vexes Christian university and one year in Brake, 
l.iroy, Jr* ie three years and three months old. Mary is 
nineteen months -old. 



• « V 







Full information with regard to my character 
onci ability r.xy be secured from any of the following mm» 
with wnom 1 have been intimately associated in the past I 
,Pev. D* • » kedbury, ucs Moines, Rev. Finis Idleman, New 
York city; !;»*v. R. G. Kindred, Chicago; Dr• 0. • ddy, 

347 ‘tfodiaon AYe,, Hew fork City; Dr, John j . Mott, 347 
Madison ;v®., Kew fork city. 

If for some reason 1 should not be abl® to 
qualify for th® professorship in Social Coience at 
Montevideo, 1 should be glad to consider a similar position 
in some other 1st In American field* 

V«ry sincerely yours. 


Mrs. Anna B, Atwater, 

College of fissions uilding, 
Indianaoplis, Indiana. 
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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 



Bareilly, India, March 29, 1919. 


Mr. r.irby Page, 

611 Fair vie v/ & : ve., 

* Brooklyn, Hew York. 


Uy dear Kirby: 

Many thanks for your good letter of -January 27th. I trust 
our report letters will get through to you in due course, —e are 
in the midst of our big drive through forty cities. .Professor 
Hutchins has gone to Burma, and Bromley Oxnam who has keen with me 
as secretary, now leaves for two months for social service lectures 
to the British troops in India. Fowler is with me and has developed 
into a wonderful personal worker. The center of our whole message 
this year is found in the inscription written upon a "banner which 
hangs before us in every meeting. It is written in English and in 
the vernacular: "iersonal Evangelism. The Greatest fork in the forId. 
Winning Others One by One for Christ." We speak for an hour and then 
have a break in the meeting and go right to personal work on the spot 
just as we did in China. 

.r note that you are forming a "H&r Zone Friends Club." I 
certainly count myself a friend of every member in the group that 
you mention, but I do not see how I could possibly fulfill the con¬ 
ditions that you lay down. I certainly could not prepare a thesis 
of five thousand words, and it would be difficult to keep in personal 
correspondence with every member of a growing group. I am just 
launching a scheme here in India for a League of Colleges that will 
require daily intercession and large work on my part. Co I do not 
see how I can have time to join the group you mention. Moreover, 

I find, nearly every one of the men is a pacifist. My conviction 
right down to the bottom is clearly and strongly against pacifism. 

With all my heart I believe in the League of Nations to enforce peace, 
but I believe that the pacifist position which makes no provision for 
the maintainence of government by force is a very grave error, and I 
am sure I would not make a harmonious member of the group, so I cannot 
join it. 


I rejoice that you are having such a good 'time in your church. 
May Cod bless you in all your work and your future. 


Ever sincerely yours. 
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1703 GATES AVENUE 

BROOKLYN, N. Y, 


April 8, 1919 


Rev. Kir Toy Page, 

Christain Church, 

Forest Ave. & Linden St., 

Brooklyn. 

Dear Mr. Page, — 

Your kind favor of several Veeks^.a^o <$afre 
duly to hand. In reply Leg to say thai* i£ is a false 
report. How a rumor like that could he started I 
ara not able to explain. . 

I can assure you that I only entertain 
the kindest of feelings torwards you and your church 
and like wise torwards any of the other churches 
in our section here. There is room for all of us. 

My prayers go with all honest Christian endeavours. 

I wish to thank you for the brotherly 
spirit your letter contained. I am, 

Respectfully yours, 
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The Puuucatioh Department 
of iAc fjtJeritiihi'juif Cpmmittrr Jf&t? 

Christian jferQCffitfohJ J 


347 Madison Avenue 
New York 


April 16, 1919 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

611 Pairview Are., 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

My dear Page: 

Your manuscript has just come back from the final 
round of the readers. I really do not see how we can take 
this on just now, but I would give a good deal if I could have 
a conversation with you about it. We have put the manuscript 
into the hands of some very capable men, and if you should wish 
to offer this to another publisher, the suggestions might be of 
value to you. One of our best men has taken the trouble to 
write out suggestions as to how the material could be revised. 
He has great admiration for a great deal of it but feels that 
there are very serious defects. 


Yours very sincerely. 















Association Press 

Publishers ooksellers 

PURPOSE 



TkE Publication. Department 

tf lAe InfcrtintiejiA/ Committee f J&n? 


347 Madison Avenue 
New York 


April 18, 1919. 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

611 Pairviaw Avenue, 

Br o oklyn, N, Y. 

My dear Page: 

1 am ©neloaing herewith oommenta on 
SOMETHING MORE. 


Vary sincerely youra, 



IMH*BLK 

End. 












copy 



In reply to your query as to whether anything 
can be done to remove the defects I found in ’’Something 
More”, I would make the following constructive criticisms. 


Chapter I. Concentrate In this chapter the 
best of the physical marvels related throughout the book, 
being sure that each one is verified. Bridge the liaison 
between the first and latter part of the chapter by a few 
paragraphs showing the order and purpose of the universe. 
Just because there are wonderful things being found out in 
certain directions is no proof of God's existence or 
creative power. But the system and orderly development 
of the world in which we live is an indication of purposeful 
creation, even though not proof in the proper sense. 




Chapter II. After Chapter I the author should out 
loose entirely•from his electrical, radio-active, and 
etherial marvels and not revert to them, except perhaps in 
the last chapter. They are out of place in the Chapter on 
Christ. I might comment in passing that Chapters II and 
III should be reversed. The study of man had better follow 
directly on that of God. In the chapter on Christ the 
opening sections should describe man’s spiritual achievements, 
chiefly in the non-Christian lands. Much could be made of 
comparative religions here. The conclusion should be along 
the line that, marvelous as these triumphs are, there is 
"something more" yet in Christ for the redemption of the 
world, e.g. the Holy Spirit is working mightily through men 
to establish a human brotherhood on earth® 


Chapter III fit should be II& should have as its 
introductory note the marvelous achievements of man in the 
realm of the intellect and of social life. There might also 
b 0 illustrations of his physical greatness,-skill anu endurance 
being contrasted with pure might. There is a suggestion of 
this when the author mentions man’s extension of his physical 
efforts through modern locomotion, telephony, gunnery, etc. 

From these, especially the social and ethical achievements of 
man he could argue to "something more". His illustrations of 
great men developing out of weakness are very good here. 


Chapter IV should deal entirely with the biological 
and social, for in any discussion on life comparison with the 
material is out of place. 

Chapter V will not need a great deal of change except 
the introduction of illustrations of anti-social handicaps of 

"GilG DTSlCQ • 


















My chief objection to the book is much more fundamental. 
Each chapter leads off with' a description of great marvels in 
the physical world, and then a jump is made to the spiritual 
world. The reader is browbeaten with scientific facts till he 
is bewildered, and the author then says, "Cheer up, these are 
nothing to what you will find in the spiritual world." (not a 
quotation) It is not till afterwards that the reader perceives 
that he has been fooled by a non-sequitur , and that the author 
has demonstrated nothing. Only in the first chapter is there 
the slightest possibility that the analogy from the physical 
to the spiritual will hold, for the wonders of the universe 
do testify to the greatness and wisdom of God. 

Each chapter falls into two sharply defined parts, 
the first a congeries of scientific facts, the second spiritual 
observations aoout God, Christ, Man and Life. The theme of 
the book is that as we have not discovered all there is to be 
known of the material world, so there is "something more" to 
be learned about God, Christ, Man and Life..purely an argument 
from a nalogy. 

The merit of the book lies in the author's brilliant 
style. He rushes the reader along at a breathless pace, and 
holds his interest unabated. The book will be widely read, and 
pronounced marvelous,, etc., by a majority of the readers. 
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UN DIANAP OLIS, INDIANA. April 19, 1919. 

Mr. Kirby Page,' 

#611 Fairview Ave., 

"Brooklyn, Few York. 


My dear Mr,. Page:- 

I regret that I have been so tardy in acknowl¬ 
edging your letter of March 21st, but I have been very much 
away from the office end all our force are more than full of 
responsibilities. 

lie have been interested in what you have told 
us of your purposes. I am glad you had a talk with Mr. Inman 
and Pr. Browning. They understand the problems of Latin Amer¬ 
ica as few others can. It is not our custom to give definite 
appointment,several years in advance, to workers preparing 
for special kinds of service. Perhaps you may see many reasons 
why we cannot do that, but we do appreciate your interest and 
your willingness to make preparation. I, personally, feel 
that, if you go forward with your preparation as you have now 
planned, there wi11 be a place of service for you. If the one 
in Montevideo shall be taken by some other before that date, 
surely there will be other positions on the many needy fields. 
You do not say you will pursue this course unless you have the 
encourngement of appointment to this position, but I judge 
your plan educationally was previously decided upon. 

If there is any further information I. can give 
you I shall be glad to do it. When you are more nearly ready 
for service I shall be glad to hear from yon again. Your 
experience on the foreign field will help you in your plans 
for future work. 


With earnest good wishes, 

Truly yours, 

(fr^ 


ara/hg 

















611 Vnirviaw atc.« firookljfBi MY, April 22, 1119. 


My dear Hr*. Atwater: 

Let me thank you for your letter of April 19th. 1 quite 

appreciate the viadorn of your practise of not RvJting definite 
appointments vail in advance, And yet 1 am convinced that so far 
as i an personally concerned that the time han come shea X oujht 
to he thinking and preparing in terms of a definite task in a 
particular field. The fact that .1 will soon he 29 years of age 
seeme to make it imperative that 1 should come to rrn almost 
immediate deoioion with regard to the exact nature of my life 
work. 


■that you @ay - "there will he & place of service for 
you.* on one of the many needy fields" - in probably true. Bat 
this in not definite enough, it aeeme to me, for the maximum 
of effioienoy in the preparation for that work* ior instance* 

I should not consider it to be the course of wisdom to devote 
the next three years to serious academic study unless i sere 
.pure that my life work ia to be in a higher educational in¬ 
stitution* If my wor^ is to be in such an institution then 
surely 1 oujht to know the department in which ay major work 
will be carried on. I will never be qualified to teach in 
an inetitution of advanced learning until 1 make specific 
preparation for the work of a particular department in theology 
or social science. It 1 am going to do evangel!atio or regular 
pectoral work vith the relatively illiterate, then 1 ought to 
proceed at once 'c the field, so it seems to me* If i am 
going to work in Jatin America, then 1 ought to begin the study 
of Spanish alr»oot immediately. This would not be a profitable 
course to follow if there in a chance that my work will be in 
China, India or elsewhere. 

It eoetre to me that the question ia .Qot whether there 
will be an opportunity open somewhere on the forfSfegn field, 
but rather where is the opening through which 1 muy ...nice my 
maximum contribution to the Kingdom «JT God. certainly X 
should be able to do this task with greater thoroughness if 1 
knew well in advance vhat it ie to bo and made specific prep¬ 
aration for it. 

Ac 1 told h’T, Mart wileon in our xuoeot conversation, 

I tuc convinced that if J do not make a definite docieion soon 
with regard to a particular place on the foreign field, tE3 
chances ore that the decision will not be made at all, becauoe 
of age, difficulty of getting the lan^ua^e fluently, the press 
of important opportunities in this country, and many other 
reasons* 

1 appreciate something of the reason for your praotiee 
of not making definite appointments well in advance, and the 
purpose oi this letter is not to eeek to persuade you to stoke 
an exception in my oarc. Py purpose is simply to state more 
fully ay own reasons for vri$ 

L / ] 

Very cord 

Vre. Anna B, Atwater, 

<Wail % amjs a# tfAmmi am* tlfttl ti94 ■mem . 
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